
SOUTH HOLLAND DISTRICT COUNCIL

Report of: Rob Walker, Executive Director (Place)

To: Cllr Gambba-Jones, Portfolio Holder (Place)

(Author: Lucy Buttery, Principal Planning Officer)

Subject: South Holland District Council Local List (2019)

Purpose: To adopt a Local List for South Holland District Council relating to 
validation requirements for planning applications.

Recommendation(s): 

1) That the South Holland District Council Local List (2019) is adopted.
2) That delegated authority be granted to the Planning and Building Control Manager to agree any 

amendments to the Local List once adopted.

1.0 BACKGROUND

1.1 At a national level, the Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(England) Order 2015 (DMPO) sets out what information must be submitted to a local 
planning authority in order for a planning application to be considered valid. This 
information is limited to a standardised application form, a site location plan, a site layout 
plan, ownership certificate (and agricultural holdings certificate) and a design and access 
statement (for certain types of application). 

1.2 The above information is sufficient to enable some types of application to be determined. 
However, in reality, many planning applications cannot be decided without additional 
supporting information over and above the statutory requirement. As an example, many 
proposed residential developments attract a requirement for a site specific flood risk 
assessment and/or a contaminated land assessment due to their location, which are not 
covered by the DMPO. 

1.3 As a Local Planning Authority, we face the problem of continually receiving applications that 
are not accompanied by the information necessary for them to be fully considered by 
officers or consultees or the information provided is simply inadequate in terms of quality. 
This can delay the consideration and determination of planning applications whilst further 
information is sought. 

1.4 However, in addition to the information statutorily required by the DMPO, the DMPO also 
makes provision for local planning authorities to publish a list of requirements on their 
website of information that the authority requires to be included in an application. Such a 
document is widely known as a ‘Local List’ and has the benefit of being able to be tailored 
to suit local requirements. Consequently, for the reasons set out above, it would seem 
logical to adopt such a list for South Holland District Council.

1.5 A draft ‘Local List’ was compiled in Spring 2019, comprising of two documents - One 
covering the specific information requirements for all types of planning applications and 
another specifically to assist applicants making householder applications. The documents 
set out both the national statutory requirements and the local (‘SHDC’) requirements for 
clarity. A 6-week consultation on the draft list was undertaken between 20th May 2019 and 



30th June 2019, with statutory consultees, other relevant consultees, developers, 
councillors and planning agents being consulted. 13 responses were received in total, 
which have been taken into account in formulating the final version.

2.0 OPTIONS

2.1 Option 1 - Adopt the South Holland District Council Local List (2019) and that delegated 
authority be granted to the Planning and Building Control Manager to agree and 
amendments to the Local List once adopted.

2.2 Option 2 - Do nothing.

3.0 REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION(S)

3.1 Adoption of the Local List would result in fewer invalid applications given that applicants 
would have greater certainty as to what information must be submitted for a valid planning 
application. This would ensure a swifter validation process.

3.2 It is also anticipated that it would have the benefit of speeding up the decision making 
process for some applications as all the required information should be submitted at the 
outset.

3.3 It is therefore considered that Option 2 would not be an appropriate way forward as it would 
result in the continued receipt of the present standard of applications. 

4.0 EXPECTED BENEFITS

4.1 As above.

5.0 IMPLICATIONS

5.1 Corporate Priorities

5.1.1 The expedited determination of planning applications can contribute to the timely delivery of 
new housing and business growth, in accordance with the Your Home and Your 
Opportunity Priorities.

6.0 WARDS/COMMUNITIES AFFECTED

6.1 All.

7.0 ACRONYMS 

7.1 DMPO - Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2015

Background papers:- None

Lead Contact Officer
Name and Post: Lucy Buttery – Principal Planning Officer
Telephone Number: 01775 764470
Email: lbuttery@sholland.gov.uk

Key Decision: No 
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Exempt Decision: No 

This report refers to a Mandatory Service

Appendices attached to this report: 
Appendix 1 – South Holland District Council Local List for All Applications (2019)
Appendix 2 – South Holland District Council Local List for Householder Applications (2019) 
Appendix 3 – Schedule of Consultation Comments and Officer Responses


